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CONSTITUTION 
 

ARTICLE I - Name 
The name of this organization shall be the “Tennessee Society of the Sons of the American Revolution.”  

ARTICLE II - Purposes and Objects 
The purposes and objects of this Society are declared to be those of the National Society, Sons of the 

American Revolution as set forth in the Constitution of that Society.  

ARTICLE III - Membership 
Membership is restricted to those eligible for membership in the National Society of the Sons of the 

American Revolution as set forth in the Constitution of the Society.  

ARTICLE IV – Officers 
The officers of the Society shall be a President, a President-Elect, a Vice President, a Treasurer, a 
Recording Secretary, a Membership Secretary, a Registrar, a Genealogist, a 
Chancellor, a Chaplain, a Chaplain Emeritus, a Surgeon, a Historian, a Webmaster, a National Trustee, a 
National Trustee Alternate, and one District Director for each of the six (6) Districts of the State of 
Tennessee. Such officers shall serve without compensation in such capacities. 
 
Nominees for the officers of the Society [except District Directors] shall be submitted by 
the Nominating Committee to the Recording Secretary for publication at least 30 days prior to the Annual 
Meeting. The District Directors shall be elected by the Presidents of the Local Chapters within their district 
prior to installation of officers at the Annual Meeting and shall take the oath of office with the other 
General Officers. The Nominating Committee shall be responsible for coordinating elections for District 
Directors. 
 
The six (6) Districts of the Society shall be as follows: 
 
District 1 shall be composed of the following counties of Tennessee: Carter, Cocke, 
Grainger, Greene, Hamblen, Hancock, Hawkins, Jefferson, Johnson, Sullivan, Unicoi, and Washington. 
 
District 2 shall be composed of the following counties of Tennessee: Anderson, Blount, Campbell, 
Claiborne, Clay, Cumberland, DeKalb, Fentress, Jackson, Knox, Loudon, Morgan, Overton, Pickett, 
Putman, Roane, Scott, Sevier, Smith, Union, and White. 
 
District 3 shall be composed of the following counties of Tennessee: Bradley, Bledsoe, Hamilton, 
Marion, McMinn, Meigs, Monroe, Polk, Rhea, and Sequatchie. 
 
District 4 shall be composed of the following counties of Tennessee: Bedford, Cannon, Coffee, 
Franklin, Giles, Grundy, Lawrence, Lewis, Lincoln, Marshall, Maury, Moore, Rutherford, Van Buren, 
Warren, Wayne, Williamson, Wilson. 
 
District 5 shall be composed of the following counties of Tennessee: Cheatham, Davidson, Dickson, 
Hickman, Houston, Humphries, Montgomery, Perry, Robertson, Stewart, Sumner, and Trousdale. 
 
District 6 shall be composed of the following counties of Tennessee: Benton, Carroll, 
Chester, Crockett, Decatur, Dyer, Fayette, Gibson, Hardeman, Hardin, Haywood, Henderson, Henry, 
Lake, Lauderdale, Madison, McNairy, Obion, Shelby, Tipton, and Weakley. 
 
A member shall be presumed to be a resident of the District in which the headquarters of the Local 
Chapter in which he holds his primary membership is located. 
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There will be a Board of Governors composed of the elected officers of this Society, Committee chairmen 
appointed by the President, six (6) District Directors, the President of each Local Chapter, and all living 
former State Presidents who continue as members in good standing of this Society. Members of the 
Board serve without compensation. 
 
In the event of a vacancy in the offices of President, President-Elect, or Vice President, or disability of the 
person filling the office, the Board of Governors, at its next meeting, shall elect a successor who shall 
serve out the unexpired term and until his successor is duly elected and qualified. 
 
In an emergency the President, in consultation with select members of the Board of Governors, shall 
have the authority and power to temporarily designate a successor Acting President-Elect and/or Acting 
Vice President. Such designation and appointment shall be in effect only until the next Board of 
Governors meeting, at which time the Board will elect a President-Elect and/or a Vice President. 
 
In the event of a vacancy in any of the offices of the Treasurer, the Recording Secretary, the Membership 
Secretary, or the Registrar, or disability of the person filling the office, a successor shall be elected by the 
Board of Governors at its next meeting. Each successor so elected shall serve out the unexpired term 
and until his successor is duly elected and qualified. 
 
In the event of a vacancy in the offices of Chancellor, Chaplain, Chaplain Emeritus, Surgeon, Historian, or 
Genealogist, or disability of the person filling the office, the State President shall designate a successor to 
serve out the unexpired term and until his successor is duly elected and qualified. 
 
Non-elective Office: Executive Secretary 
There may be an Executive Secretary, an employee of the State Society, who may or may not be eligible 
for membership in the National Society, Sons of the American Revolution as set forth in the Constitution 
of that Society. The Executive Secretary, if not a member of the National Society, shall have no voting 
rights in any matter requiring a vote by the Board of Governors and/or the membership. 
 
The Board of Governors has ultimate authority, responsibility and control, including setting the salary of 
the Executive Secretary. 
 
ARTICLE V - Local Chapters 
A charter for a local chapter may be granted by the Board of Governors to ten or more members of this 

Society residing in the State of Tennessee upon their written petition. Such chapter may adopt a 

Constitution and By-laws not inconsistent with those of this or the National Society.  

 

ARTICLE VI - Meetings 

A meeting for the election of officers and transaction of business shall be held when practicable during 

the sixty days preceding the National Congress at a place and on a date set by the President of the 
Tennessee Society with the concurrence of the Board of Governors.  

 
ARTICLE VII - Election of Officers and Delegates 

Nominations of the officers enumerated in Article IV shall be presented by a nominating committee 
appointed by the President of the Tennessee Society, and they may be supplemented by nominations 

from the floor of the meeting. The Nominating Committee shall consist of three members who shall be the 
three most immediate living State Society former Presidents who are qualified and willing to serve shall 

be appointed to the committee. The committee chairman shall be the most immediate former State 
President who is qualified and willing to serve. The term of officers and members of the Board of 

Governors shall be one year following their election or until a successor has been elected and qualified.  
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ARTICLE VIII - Amendments 

This Constitution may be amended at any regular or special meeting of the membership by vote of two-
thirds (2/3) of the members present at the meeting. Unless expressly prohibited by the members, the 

Constitution may be amended at any regular or special meeting of the Board of Governors by a majority 
of the Board in office at the time the amendment is adopted.  

-End  
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BY-LAWS 
 

ARTICLE I - Application for membership 

Application for membership shall be on blank forms furnished by the Society, and each application shall 

be accompanied by the membership fee and dues for one year. The application shall be submitted in 
triplicate (either three originals or one original and two two-sided photocopies) with one set of supporting 

documents. (An original and the documentation are forwarded to national headquarters by the state 
society, a copy is retained by the state society and another copy is given to the Archives of the State of 

Tennessee.)  

ARTICLE II - Examination by the Registrar 

Application for membership shall be sponsored by a member in good standing and cosponsored by a 
member in good standing of the chapter shown on the application or a state officer, and shall then be 

submitted in triplicate on approved forms to the State Society; thereupon, the Registrar shall examine the 
application thus prepared for eligibility and, if approved, one copy shall be sent to national headquarters. 

Upon acceptance thereof by the National Society, notice shall forthwith be given by the State Society to 
the local chapter shown on the application and the applicant. If the Registrar should disapprove such an 

application, the applicant shall have the right to appeal his ruling to the Board of Governors of the State 
Society, and he shall be afforded a prompt and impartial hearing thereon.  

ARTICLE III - Fees and Dues 

Section 1.  
a. MEMBERSHIP FEES. The membership application fee, including that for a memorial membership, 
shall be the current application fee of the National Society plus a state application fee which shall be fixed 
from time to time by resolution of the Board of Governors. The Board of Governors may also set an 
amount to be returned to the local chapter shown on the application. Applications for membership must 
be accompanied by these application fees plus the national dues.  

b. ANNUAL DUES. The annual state dues shall be the amount which is fixed from time to time by 
resolution of the Board of Governors. The amount of said dues to be allocated to the youth program, the 
local chapter dues and other activities of the State Society shall be fixed from time to time by resolution of 
the Board of Governors. The state dues shall be in addition to the National dues, which are fixed by the 
National Society and collected by the State Society. No person shall be eligible for membership in the 
State Society unless he is also a member of the National Society, S.A.R.  
 
New members joining after November 1 shall not be required to pay any dues to the State Society or the 

local Chapter for the remaining current calendar year.  
 
All Compatriots designated by the National Society as Emeritus Members shall be exempt from further 
payment of Tennessee Society membership dues. 

 
Section 2. The annual dues shall be payable to the Treasurer on or before the first day of January each 

year. On or before January 5th of each year, the Membership Secretary shall send each Chapter 
President a list of delinquent members. Nonpayment of dues before January 15th of the current year shall 

terminate active membership of such member in arrears. The Membership Secretary shall notify each 
Chapter President of terminated members not later than the winter Board of Governors meeting. Inactive 

members may be reinstated by paying the current year’s dues.  

 
Section 3. There is a nonrefundable State Membership fee of $10 to the Tennessee Society. Applicants 

shall submit the admission fee of the National Society ($60 as of November 2003) unless it is waived as 
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provided in By-law 19, Section 1 of the National Society. When the National admission fee is waived the 

applicant shall pay the cost of his membership certificate as required by the National By-law ($5 as of 
August 1984).  

Section 4. A fee of $5.00 shall be charged for copies of membership applications on file at the State 

Society.  

Section 5. Supplemental Applications shall be accompanied by a Tennessee Society fee of $10 plus the 

National Society Supplemental Application fee ($40 as of November 2003, making the total to accompany 

the application $50).  

ARTICLE IV - Meetings of the Board of Governors 

The regular meeting of the Board of Governors shall be held during the Annual Meeting (the term “Annual 
Meeting” is used throughout these By-laws to refer to the meeting specified in Article VI of the 

Constitution of the Tennessee Society) at such time and place as may be determined by the President. 
Special meetings may be called by the President at any time and shall be called upon the request of three 

or more members of the Board of Governors, provided that not less than ten (10) days notice of the time, 
place and purpose of such meetings shall be given.  

ARTICLE V - Quorum 

One-third (1/3) of the number of members of the Board of Governors in office shall constitute a quorum of 

the Board of Governors. Fifteen members shall constitute a quorum at any meeting of the membership of 
the Society. Voting by proxy is prohibited.  

ARTICLE VI - Duties of Officers and Committees  
President: Maintain general supervision over affairs of the State Society and more particularly:  

1. Call and preside over all meetings of the State Society and Board of Governors establishing 
and Agenda which shall be published in advance and distributed by the Recording Secretary.  

2. Appoint committees and check their progress and activities every quarter.  

3. Represent the Society at all outside functions where requested or he deems proper or of 
benefit to the Society.  

4. Report to the National Trustee and local chapter Presidents on the activities of the State 
Society.  

5. Supervise the activities of the other officers and check on their progress every quarter, 
offering suggestions and possible activities and programs to them.  

 

President-Elect: Shall assist the State President, performing such duties as may be mutually agreed on. 

Shall preside over meetings of the State Society or Board of Governors in the absence of the President. 
The President-Elect shall serve as chairman of the Membership and Extension Committee. 

Vice President: Shall perform duties as assigned by the President, and coordinate with the District 

Directors the planning and implementation of the goals and programs of the State Society. 

 
District Director: There shall be a District Director for each of the six districts as described in Article IV – 

Officers, of the Constitution. Six Directors shall be designated Director District 1, Director District 2, 

Director District 3, Director District 4, Director District 5 and Director District 6, who shall assist the State 
President in activities in their districts, under the direction and coordination of the Vice President, and 

shall assist Local Chapters with planning and implementing the goals and programs of the State Society 
that are regional in nature.  They shall also:  

1. Check on the activities of local chapters in their district every quarter and suggest programs 
and activities.  
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2. Serve on Membership and Extension Committee.  

3. Report to the State President on their activities every quarter.  
 
Treasurer: Have custody of the funds of the State Society and be responsible for the collection and 

transmittal of dues to the National Society and the local chapters. He shall also:  
1. Send notice to each member of annual dues owed not later than October 1 of each year.  

2. Before November 15 of each year, send to each chapter a list of their members who have 
paid their dues for the subsequent year.  

3. Send a second dues notice to each unpaid member by December 1 of each year.  

4. Send reports of all active and inactive members to the local Chapter Presidents, the District 
Directors, state and local membership chairmen, and State President on completion of the 
dues period on December 31.  

5. Transmit final dues allocated to the National Society by January 31.  

6. Remit the chapter portion of the membership fees to the chapters semiannually by April and 
October.  

7. Prepare and submit an annual financial statement and report at the Annual Meeting, and 
provide quarterly financial reports to the Board of Governors.  

8. Work with the Finance Committee to prepare annual Operating and Youth Fund budgets and 
keep records of expenditures by line items shown in each budget.  

9. Invest surplus funds as directed by the Board of Governors.  

10. Work with the State Membership Secretary on the sending out of dues notices, the recording 
of payments, and sending status reports to the chapters and the Board of Governors.  

11. Pay all bills and expenses incurred by the State Society and require receipts from all 
individuals/companies requesting payments from State funds.  

12. Prepare and file an annual Form 990 with the Internal Revenue Service.  

 
Recording Secretary: Shall have charge of the records of the State Society, shall give notice of all 

meetings, and shall keep an accurate written record of the proceedings of such meetings.  

Membership Secretary:  Shall work closely with the Registrar of the State Society in serving as a 

clearing house of information gathered in the State Society pertaining to memberships in the State 

Society, including without limitation transmitting new applications to the National Society for approval, 
assigning State membership numbers, distributing  to the appropriate Local Chapter membership 

certificates received from the National Headquarters, maintaining a roster of all active and inactive 
members of the State Society, and disseminating membership information to the Recording Secretary, 

the Local Chapter, or, upon request, any member of the State Society. 

Genealogist:  Shall perform such genealogical research as may be requested by the State Registrar and 

provide instructional seminars for Chapter Registrars pertaining to genealogical research and proper 

completion of applications. 

Chaplain Emeritus:  Shall perform the duties of the Chaplain in the absence of                               the 

Chaplain. 

Registrar: Shall examine all applications for membership and, if found acceptable, approve them before 

submission to National Headquarters for final approval and registration. He shall sign all applications and 

papers. A duplicate copy of each application shall be retained by the Registrar for the Archives of the 
State Society.  

Chancellor: Should be an attorney-at-law and shall give opinions on legal matters affecting the Society 



Tennessee Society SAR Constitution and By-laws 
as amended at the TNSSAR Board of Govenor Meeting, January 11, 2014 

Page 7 of 14 

 

when questions are referred to him or when they come to his attention.  

 
Chaplain: Shall pronounce the invocation and benediction at state meetings and ceremonies and shall 

furnish the membership with spiritual guidance. He shall conduct any religious services relative to the 
state’s functions.  
 
Shall also be the channel in which formal and solemn recognition is given to members of the Tennessee 
Society SAR who have died during the previous year; shall prepare and present a resolution 
commemorating the life of the deceased member; and shall ensure that a copy of the resolution is 
presented to the next of kin by an appropriate SAR member. 
 
Surgeon: Must be a physician and shall be responsible for medical services during State Society 

meetings.  

Historian: Shall on a yearly basis, make recommendations to the Board of Governors for the collection, 

preservation and retention of historical, genealogical and archival material deemed essential to the 
purposes of the State Society. In addition, he shall organize and supervise the collection, preservation 

and retention of material relative to the history of the State Society. He shall collect and record 
information in reference to historical sites, grave sites of Revolutionary War Soldiers and Patriots, and 

other kindred matters, and shall make a report at the Annual Meeting.  

Shall also establish a plan and a procedure for the accumulation and permanent maintenance of the 

noteworthy records (written, compact disk, tape, photographic and the like) of the important activities and 

operations of the State Society SAR. 

Webmaster:  Shall arrange for provision of the TNSSAR Web, Domain and associated Database 

services, published and accessible through the Internet, for the Tennessee Society SAR and its Chapters; 

shall assist officers, committees and chapters in creating and publishing appropriate content and 

hyperlinks on the TNSSAR web site; and shall be responsible for the continued maintenance of the 

TNSSAR  web site.  He shall arrange payment of Web Hosting and Domain services for the TNSSAR 

web site, and shall report all findings, status and statistics on a regular basis to the President and the 

Board of Governors. 

NON-ELECTIVE OFFICE DUTIES  

Executive Secretary: Shall receive and acknowledge all correspondence, channeling such 

correspondence to officers, committee chairmen or chapter presidents involved. Shall assist the 
President, President-Elect, Recording Secretary, Membership Secretary, Registrar and Treasurer in the 

secretarial functions of their office. Shall not be responsible for those duties ascribed to the officers or 
committees and shall not be responsible for secretarial functions of other state officers or committee 

chairmen. For items of a routine nature, the Executive Secretary should request advice and counsel from 
the Secretary. For exceptional matters, the Executive Secretary should consult the Board of Governors 

through the President for instructions, advice, counsel and decisions. The Board of Governors has 
ultimate authority, responsibility and control, including setting the salary of the Executive Secretary.  

COMMITTEES  

American Legion & VFW Liaison Committee: Shall see out ways to promote cooperation and 

interaction between the State Society SAR and the members of the American Legion and Veterans of 

Foreign Wars. Shall encourage and aid in the promotion of the participation of youth in organized 
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contests to research and recognize the contributions made by our Veterans.  

Americanism: Shall develop various programs and projects intended to promote the ideals on which this 

country was founded. The committee shall: 

1. Establish goals and programs in advance and submit these in writing to the local chairmen 
and chapter Presidents.  

2. Shall check with local chairmen and report to the state President quarterly.  

3. Shall report to the National Committee Chairmen quarterly.  
 
Archives Committee: Shall establish a plan and a procedure for the accumulation and permanent 

maintenance of the noteworthy records (written, compact disk, tape, photographic and the like) of the 

important activities and operations of the State Society SAR. The Chairman is to hold the title of Archivist 
for the Tennessee Society SAR.  

Audit:  Prepare and present annual and periodic audits of the financial affairs of the State Society SAR 

and, where appropriate, make recommendations for the approval of the Board of Governors.  The Audit 

committee is the oversight committee of the State Society SAR in which all financial and accounting 

activities are subject to audit, review and monitoring.  It shall perform such duties or projects relating to 

the accounting and financial functions of the State Society SAR as may be specifically assigned by the 

President or the Board of Governors, and shall propose such projects as it deems appropriate or 

necessary, and shall be authorized to secure such reports, correspondence or other information that it 

deems necessary to fulfill its responsibilities. 

Center for Advancing America’s Heritage:  Shall advance the objectives of National Society SAR in 

funding an expanded headquarters complex of the Society in Louisville, Kentucky consisting of the 

genealogy library and expanded museum named The Center for Advancing America’s Heritage; shall 

solicit monies from members and Chapters of the Tennessee Society SAR to fund the project; and shall 

keep the Board of Governors and Chapters of the Tennessee Society SAR apprised of the status of the 

project’s funding. 

Color Guard: Shall provide a Color/Honor Guard at Tennessee and National SAR functions, at Patriot 

Grave Markings and at appropriate parades, patriotic events and other public events, the 
funeral/memorial and graveside services of Compatriots, and at DAR or CAR functions. It shall also 

foster, encourage and support the Color Guards of Junior ROTC units.  

 
Constitution and By-laws: Shall prepare amendments to the Constitution and By-laws of the Society 

from time to time as directed by the Board of Governors.  
 
D.A.R C.A.R.: Shall act as liaison between the State Society S.A.R. and both the State Society D.A.R. 

and State Society C.A.R.  

Eagle Scout: Shall administer the Eagle Scout program.  

Finance: Shall prepare an annual budget, advise on the expenditure of funds, and report the same to the 

Board of Governors.  

Friends of the S.A.R. Library: This committee shall communicate with the chapters regarding the SAR 

Library, send all donations to the SAR Library to the National Committee and report to the Board of 

Governors quarterly regarding news pertaining to the SAR Library.  
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George and Stella Knight Essay Contest: This committee shall: 
1. Submit rules, regulations and procedures of the George and Stella Knight Essay Contest to 

the local chapter Presidents or local committee chairman.  

2. Conduct the judging of the essays, which are submitted and advise the State President of the 
winner of the contest.  

3. Forward the winning essay to the National Committee so that the State winner may compete 
in the national contest.  

 
George Washington Endowment Fund:  Shall advance the objectives of the National Society SAR in 

maintaining a continuing program for obtaining and distributing funds to support the National Society’s 

unfunded and underfunded committees and special projects; shall solicit monies from members and 

Chapters of the Tennessee Society SAR to fund the project, and forward the monies collected to the 

National Society; and keep the Board of Governors and Chapters of the state Society apprised of the 

status of the money collected and distributed on the project. 

Graves and Landmarks: Shall seek out and research Revolutionary landmarks and endeavor to get the 

most adjacent chapter to furnish and dedicate markers. Furthermore, this committee shall serve as a 

depository of information it may receive pertinent to known and unknown gravesites of Revolutionary War 

veterans buried in the State of Tennessee; and shall establish and maintain a system for the receipt and 

recording of such information. Shall report to the National Committee Chairman, State President and local 

Chairman quarterly.  

Historic Sites and Celebrations:  

1. Shall conduct research about the history of the American Revolution in Tennessee; shall 

identify events of local, state and national significance in its history; and shall make 

recommendations to the Board of Governors as to what historic celebrations or other projects 

should be planned.   

2. Shall be composed of (a) A Chair (who shall be a voting member of the Board of Governors), 

(b) A Vice Chair, (c) The TNSSAR Historian, (d) A member from each of the Districts of 

Tennessee, and (e) the Chair shall invite one or more members of a Chapter or Chapters, as 

deemed appropriate for the Historic Site and/or Celebration, event or activity. 

3. They shall plan, organize, publicize, host and conduct authorized events that include (but are 

not limited to) the annual Patriots Day Observance in April and Constitution Day, but do not 

include The Gathering at Sycamore Shoals in September. 

4. Shall submit budgets for each event. 

5. Shall also examine and determine the current needs and future uses and/or options for the 

Lytle Cemetery located in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, which is owned by the State Society. 

Investment Committee: Shall advise on the investment of all funds and make recommendations on 

investment policies and report the same to the Board of Governors. 

Shall also administer the John Sevier Trust Fund consisting of monies solicited for the purpose of 
advancing the activities and projects of the State Society SAR.  Only income from the invested monies 

shall be spent except that in the event of an emergency situation an expenditure of principal may be 
made with the prior approval of not less than seventy-five percent (75%) of the current members of the 
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Board of Governors.  The investment vehicles(s) of the Fund monies shall be subject to the prior approval 

of the Investment Committee.  The activities and projects to be funded shall be those approved by the 
Board of Governors.  These activities and projects shall be those which promote the protection and 

preservation of our Nation’s physical and written history and culture with an emphasis on the Founding of 
our Country and shall be used to educate the citizenry, particularly our youth, in the principles of the 

Founding Fathers upon which principles our Nation was founded.  The income from the invested monies 
may be used to augment existing funds available to the standing Committees of the State Society to 

pursue those activities and projects in keeping with the purposes stated hereinabove. The Fund shall be 
allowed to accept donations specifically earmarked to endow or fund a specific activity or project.  

Further, the Fund is authorized to accept a donation of real property upon recommendation of the 
Committee and with the prior approval of the Finance committee and the Board of Governors.  

Lytle Cemetery Planning Committee: Shall consist of seven members, one from each District and one 

from the Stones River Chapter, and shall have the purpose of examining and determining the current 

needs and possible future uses and /or options for the Lytle Cemetery located in Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee which is owned by the State Society SAR. The Chairman shall be appointed annually by the 

President.  

Medals and Awards: Shall follow National rules and regulations relative to the awarding of medals and 

awards. Annually, on or before July 1, each chapter and the Chairman of this Committee shall furnish to 
the Membership Secretary, for a permanent record, a list of the names and the awards given during the 

preceding twelve months. 

Shall also request, prepare and present resolutions from the general membership that formally recognize 

significant contributions to the State Society SAR by members and non-members alike.  Said resolutions 

shall be presented at the Annual State Meeting and recorded in the permanent records of the Society.  

Membership and Extension: Made up of Membership Chairmen and six District Directors and shall be 

responsible for:  
1. Stimulating increased membership 

2. Creation of new chapters  

3. Shall communicate with local Membership Chairmen quarterly and report to the State 
President quarterly.  

 

Shall also be comprised of the President, President-Elect, Vice President, Treasurer, Membership 

Secretary. and Registrar; shall be responsible for administering the Honorary Membership Program; and 

shall be responsible for administering the Life Membership Fund. 

Newsletter: Shall be responsible for preparing and distributing a quarterly newsletter to the membership 

of the State Society and shall be responsible for providing news coverage of State Society meetings and 
activities.  

Nominations: Shall consist of the three most immediate living State Society former Presidents who are 

qualified and willing to serve, and the committee chairman shall be the most immediate former State 

President who is qualified and willing to serve. At least 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting, submit a 
slate of officers for the coming year to the Recording Secretary for publication.  

 
Overmountain Men Victory Trail Association Liaison Committee: Shall act as a liaison between the 

State Society SAR and the Overmountain Men Victory Trail Association to examine and determine ways 

to promote and foster cooperation between both organizations to aid in the recognition of each in the 
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community and to promote mutual membership growth.  

 
Past Presidents: Composed of all active Past State Presidents and chaired by the immediate Past 

President. By utilizing the skills, experience and abilities of its members, this committee shall provide the 
State Society with long term planning services and shall delve into matters that transcend the typical one 

year operating period.  

Resolutions: Shall request, prepare and present resolutions from the general membership that formally 

recognize significant contributions to the State Society of members and nonmembers alike. Said 
resolutions are presented at the Annual State Meeting and recorded in the permanent records of the 

society. This committee shall be the channel in which formal and solemn recognition is given to members 
of the society who have died during the previous year and therefore is charged to ensure that a copy of 

the resolution is presented to the next of kin by an appropriate SAR member.  

ROTC/JROTC: Shall assist and advise the chapters with regard to awarding the Silver ROTC medal at 

the college level and the Bronze ROTC Medal at the high school level. It shall also promote the JROTC 
contest by:  

1. Submitting guidelines, rules, regulations and procedures for the NSSAR JROTC Essay 
Contest to the local chapters.  

2. Submitting budget requests to the Finance Committee for authorization of expenses at the 
State level.  

3. Organizing and conducting the State JROTC Contest.  

4. Coordinating with the NSSAR Committee and reporting the State Contest results to the 
NSSAR.  

 
SAR CAR Essays:  Shall encourage members of the Tennessee Society (or Societies) CAR to explore 

our shared heritage of liberty, through the lens of their own Patriot Ancestors’ involvement in the epic 

struggle to give us America; shall sponsor annually an Essay Contest among the members of the Society 

(or Societies) in their vicinity, holding a competition between the various Chapter winners at the state 

level; and shall award certificates and prizes to the winner or winners. 

The Gathering at Sycamore Shoals:  Shall plan, organize, publicize, host and conduct The Gathering at 

Sycamore Shoals in September of each year. 
 

The Tennessee Society Swift/West/Rumbaugh Oration: Made up of State Chairman and local chapter 

chairmen and shall:  
1. Submit rules, regulations and procedures of the Rumbaugh Oratorical Contest to the local 

chapter Presidents or local committee Chairmen. Authorized expenses are paid from the 
TNSSAR Youth Fund.  

2. Organize the State Contest.  

3. Arrange for the participation of the winner of the State Contest in the National Contest.  

4. Report to the National Committee Chairman, State President and local chairmen quarterly.  
 
Veterans: Responsible for encouraging chapters to conduct a Veterans’ Program, including making 

visitations to veterans and engaging in such other activities as are directed by the Board of Governors. It 
shall monitor and review federal and state legislation and regulations relating to veterans and report the 

same to the chapters and the Board of Governors. It shall also identify in its report to the Board of 
Governors those chapters and individuals who qualify for medals and other awards for participating in 

Veterans activities.  
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Wreaths Across America:  Shall organize and participate in activities throughout the State of 
Tennessee, including the coordination of wreath laying ceremonies and events at veterans’ cemeteries 
and other locations, honoring Patriots of the American Revolution; shall solicit funds to sponsor and 
purchase the wreaths; and shall participate in the events themselves. 
 

ARTICLE VII - Indebtedness 

No indebtedness shall be incurred by this Society or Board of Governors in excess of the money actually 

in the treasury.  

ARTICLE VIII - Duties of the Board of Governors 
Section 1. The Board of Governors shall prepare and carry out plans for promoting the objects and 
growth of the Society, shall generally superintend its interest, and shall execute such other duties as may 
be committed to it by the Society.  

 
Section 2. It shall have the authority to issue charters to local chapters and recall such charters.  

 
Section 3. It shall have the authority to reimburse officers of the State Society for necessary expenses 

incurred by them on the business of the Society. 

  
Section 4. It may authorize and direct return to members of the Society of a portion of the fees and dues 

paid in by such members, in cases of need or in appreciation of meritorious service to the United States 
of America.  

 
ARTICLE IX - Youth Activities Fund 

A separate fund designated as the Youth Activities fund shall be established. There shall be deposited in 

this fund any portion of the annual dues which is allocated by the Board of Governors to this fund. Monies 
in this fund shall be used exclusively for the benefit of the youth activities designated from time to time by 

resolution of the Board of Governors, including, without limitation, the Oration Contest, the Eagle Scout 
Program, the Essay Contest and the Tennessee Society, Children of the American Revolution.  

Any expenditure from the Youth Activities Fund shall be made upon recommendation of the appropriate 
TNSSAR committee(s) and approval by the Board of Governors.  

ARTICLE X - Honorary Membership Fund 

From time to time certain members may qualify for Honorary Membership status. The purpose of 

Honorary Membership is to enable such members, who would otherwise be unable to pay their dues 
and/or attend meetings because of age, health, financial status, or Reserve or National Guard personnel 

activated to EAD (Extended Active Duty) in connection with a declared State of National Emergency or 
Hostilities, or active duty military personnel deployed outside of CONUS (the Continental United States), 

to continue being members of the organization.  

Prior to January 1 of each year, chapters may submit the names of eligible members to the Honorary 

Membership Committee for consideration. In selecting recipients, length and quality of service to the 
chapter, state society and/or national society as well as the individual’s hardship/status shall be 

considered. The names of all nominees shall be maintained in the strictest confidence. Only those 
members who serve as chapter officers, the members of the Honorary Membership Committee and the 

Membership Secretary shall have access to the names of the nominees.  

Monies used to maintain these honorary memberships will come from the general funds of the Society, 
subject to approval by the Finance Committee based on the reasonableness of the aggregate amount of 

Honorary Membership fees and the availability of funds. Upon approval, payment of the national dues of 
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the honorary members will be made. In addition, the state society as well as the members’ local chapters 

will maintain them on their membership rolls without expense to the honorary members.  

Honorary memberships will be granted for only one year. Members having received honorary 

membership will be eligible for re-nomination in any year thereafter under the same conditions.  

ARTICLE XI - Life Membership Fund 

A separate fund shall be established called the “Life Membership Fund” (hereinafter called “the Fund”) 
generated by payments made by members accompanied by an application for enrollment which is in 

accordance with a published schedule of applicable amounts based on the age of the enrolling member 
and which has been approved by the Board of Governors. The Fund shall be administered by a 

committee of three members. On passage of this By-law, the President shall appoint one member for 
three years, one for two years, and one for one year. Thereafter the President shall appoint annually one 

member for a term of three years. In the event of a vacancy created by the death or resignation of a 
member, the President shall appoint a successor for the unexpired term of said member. Payment may 

be made in a lump sum or as four equal installments payable at the beginning of the first, second, third, 
and fourth years. In the event an installment plan is started but not completed, the member shall be 

credited with the number of full calendar years the money on deposit is projected to last, using the same 
calculation procedure used to develop the table of applicable amounts, and thereafter must resume 

annual dues payments to retain good standing. The Fund shall be opened for enrollment during the 
month of December of each year. Payment may be deferred until the of January following if desired for 

income tax purposes. A member enrolling in the Fund shall pay the required deposit plus dues for the 
next calendar year. The committee shall invest the money deposited in the Fund in securities available to 

fiduciaries in the State of Tennessee.  

 
Within 30 days of the beginning of each calendar year an amount equal to the National and State 

(includes chapter) dues of each enrolled member shall be transferred to the general fund of the 
Tennessee Society. The payment of the State, including the chapter dues, may be suspended if approved 

by vote of 2/3 of the members present at any regular or special meeting of the membership or, unless 
expressly prohibited by the members, by vote of a majority of the members of the Board in office. The 

Treasurer shall pay the National dues of the enrolled Members to the National Society, S.A.R. and unless 
suspended, their local chapter dues, from the funds so transferred. The Fund Committee shall review the 

schedule of required deposits annually and shall propose a revised schedule to the Board of Governors if 
deemed necessary.  

Upon the death of an enrolled member his name shall be removed from the Fund’s rolls and payment of 
dues for the deceased member shall cease. Monies deposited in the Fund by deceased members shall 

be retained in the Fund until such time as the Fund Committee determines that the capital is sufficient to 
meet projected requirements with suitable reserve for contingencies (e.g. survival of enrolled members 

past their life expectancy).  

Capital which the Fund Committee determines to be in excess of requirements shall be transferred to 

other Funds of the Tennessee Society as directed by the Board of Governors. In the event that this article 
should be repealed, payment of dues for the enrolled members shall continue as provided herein, until all 

enrolled members are deceased. Thereupon, all Monies remaining in the Fund shall be transferred to 
other Funds of the Tennessee Society as directed by the Board of Governors.  

ARTICLE XII - Insignia 

The insignia shall be those of the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution, and shall be 
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worn only at such times and places as are authorized by the National Society.  

ARTICLE XIII - Amendments 

These By-laws may be amended at any regular or special meeting of the membership by two-thirds (2/3) 

vote of the members present at the meeting. Unless expressly prohibited by the members, these By-laws 
may be amended at any regular or special meeting of the Board of Governors by a majority of the 

members of the Board in office at the time the amendment is adopted.  

ARTICLE XIV - Rules of Order 

All meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order.  

ARTICLE XV - Accounting Fiscal Year 

The State Society fiscal year for accounting and tax purposes shall be determined and fixed by the Board 
of Governors by properly adopted resolution.  

End  


