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SAR/CAR Patriot Ancestor Essay Contest 
  
Compatriots of the Tennessee Society of the Sons of the American Revolution  

 
The implicit mission of the SAR, DAR and CAR is the sharing of the ideals and values of those valiant men 

and women who gave us “AMERICA” with our fellow citizens and most particularly, with the next 

generation. Unfortunately, the prescribed curricula in our public schools not only places less and 
less emphasis on those ideals and values, but actually seems to promote open hostility toward 
them. Thus it is that we in SAR and DAR need to find ways to strengthen our natural bond with our young 

CAR Compatriots. To that end, we have established a program to encourage these young people to explore 

our shared heritage of liberty, through the lens of their own Patriot Ancestors’ involvement in that epic 

struggle to give us “AMERICA. “ That gift to us has perhaps never been in greater jeopardy than it is today.  

 

The idea is for our TSSAR chapters to sponsor an essay contest among the members of the Tennessee CAR 

Society (or Societies) in their vicinity and then hold a competition between the various chapter winners at the 

state level. The response has been wonderful. The entries, ranging from six year old’s block lettering on their 

lined tablets to fairly polished papers from older children, leave no doubt that the future of this great county 

is in good hands. But they need our encouragement and to know that we take pride in their devotion to our 

shared ideals. 

 

Let me suggest that you and your members contact a CAR Society near you (see attached list of contacts) 

and encourage them to participate in the contest. You might also explore joining Dar in the general support 

of your local CAR Society. I think you will find that they will be delighted at the opportunity to partner with 

you. The SAR Chapters that have done so have found working with “our” kids to be an experience that 

enhances their sense of “Mission”.  We have sent a letter similar to this one to the TNCAR leaders, 

suggesting that they contact you.  

 

As an adjunct to this program, we have added  "Granma Said” award to the parents, grandparents, etc. who 

helped the CAR member with their essays. Most of us had our earliest interest in our heritage kindeled 

family stories about our heritage. We want to encourage that dialog. 

 

I remember when I was a little kid in the midst of the depression my “Granma” came to our house for 

Christmas. She brought me Lt. Andrew Crockett’s long rifle that he had used in the Revolution and had 

brought with him when he came here to “The Cumberland Communities” as a Virginia Militiaman in 1779. 

She told me that she was sorry that she didn’t have enough money to buy me a “Real” present.  I’ve 

wondered ever since then what on earth she thought she could have gotten me, even  if she’d had all the 

money in the world, that would have meant as much to me as that old rifle and all her wonderful stories 

about my ancestors. Recently when we had a break-in in which they took the old rifle. My greatest 

consolation was, they can take my ancestor’s long rifle and they can take what little money we have but they 

can’t take my ‘Grandma’s” wonderful stories which told me about the ideals and values for which my 

ancestor risked their lives, their fortunes and their Sacred Honor.   



We would hope that we can use this essay contest as a means of leaving at least some of today’s American 

children with their “Granma’s”stories about who they are, that can not be taken away from them.  However, 

we must realize that there are those in our media, in our educational system and in our government who wish 

to do exactly that – to take “Granma’s” wonderful stories and the ideals and values they represent, away 

from our children.  

 

In the words from Psalm 78: 

 "that which we have heard and known 

              and what our forefathers have told us 

              we will not hide from our children. 

  

            That the generations  to come might know, 

            and the children yet unborn 

            in their turn might tell it to their children”. 

  

Compatriots - 

We have no more important obligation !!! 
 
Please share this with others in your Chapter members. 

 

Questions? Please contact me. 

 

     Fount T. Smothers, SAR/DAR-CAR Liaison 

    2708 Buckner Rd. 

Thompson’s Station, TN 37179 

(615) 794 3546 
     Fount99@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SAR/CAR Patriot Ancestor Essay Contest 
Rules:  
We want to keep the rules as simple and as flexible as possible so as to male it as easy as we can for everyone to take 

part. 
1. Age Groups: In order to encourage our younger CAR Compatriots to participate, we have established two age 

groups: 

- Those 12 years of age and younger and, 

- Those over 12 years of age. 
      The contestant should indicate their age on the submission. 
 

2.    Family. We wish to strongly encourage these young people to express their own thoughts and understanding of  

      our history and the ideals and values which led their Patriot Ancestor to risk everything give us our country.  

However, we also hope that work on this essay will offer an opportunity for the CAR contestant to strengthen the 
bonds of their family’s and their community’s shared heritage. We believe that invaluable knowledge of their 

personal connection to the ideals and values that underlie AMERICA can best be achieved by young people in a 

strong connection with their own family and community. Therefore, parents, other family members, teachers, etc., 

are not only “allowed” to work with the CAR contestant on this essay, but they are strongly encouraged to do so. 
The contestant should acknowledge those family members (and/or others) who assisted them with the essay. 

  
      Most of us started out in our understanding of the ideals and values for which our Patriot ancestors stood on the 

basis of something like, “Grandma Said”. With that in mind, there will also be a “Grandma Said Award” to the 

family member who helped the winning contestant. 
 

3.   Information Sources. We also hope that work on this essay will encourage these young people to avail themselves 
of all the wonderful sources of information they have available to them today. Therefore they are not only 

“allowed” to get information off the Internet, from the libraries, etc., but are strongly encouraged to do so. 

However, they should incorporate that information into an expression of their own thoughts and understanding of 

our heritage, rather than simply copy the information source. The contestant should include a listing (bibliography) 
of the information sources used in the essay. 

 

4. Format. We have elected to leave the details of the format to be used, open to the discretion of the contestant. 

Obviously, it is essential that the submitted essays be easily legible, to facilitate judging. To that end, we would 

suggest (but not require) that the essays be typed and double-spaced, but hand written (a/or hand printed) 
submissions will be accepted provided they are legible. The length of the essay will be left to the discretion of the 

contestant.  

 Cover Page: Please fill out the attached COVER PAGE and attach it to the front of the essay. 
 

5. Dates.  

- Contest entries should contact their sponsoring TNSSAR Chapter for their contest closing date. 
- TSSAR Chapter winners should be submitted to me by April 1, 2010 

- TSSAR state level winners of this contest will be presented at the Youth Awards Luncheon of the Annual 

TSSAR Meeting, Saturday afternoon, April 10, 2010. 
 

6. Awards and Recognition.  
- We have elected to leave the chapter level awards to the discretion of the TSSAR Chapters sponsoring the 

contest at the local level. These “awards” are only tokens of SAR’s recognition of the CAR participant’s 

devotion to the ideals and values that led their Patriot Ancestors to risk everything to help give us AMERICA. 
The real “Award” will be the CAR’s satisfaction of having researched and set forth their heritage of those 

ideals and values. 

- TSSAR recommends that each of the sponsoring TSSAR Chapters pay the expenses of their winners and a 

family member to attend the TSSAR State Level Youth Awards Luncheon.  
- TSSAR will present State Level Awards to the State Winners and  recognize all Chapter winning entries at the 

TSSAR State Level Youth Awards Luncheon, April 10, 2010.  

 

 



SAR/CAR Patriot Ancestor Essay Cover Page 

 
DATE:    __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CAR NAME::::    ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

    

      AGE:      AGE:      AGE:      AGE:        ________________________________________________________________________    

        

ADDRESS: ADDRESS: ADDRESS: ADDRESS:     ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

                            ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

                            ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

        

     PHONE #:      PHONE #:      PHONE #:      PHONE #:     ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

    

     E     E     E     E----MAIL: MAIL: MAIL: MAIL:         ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

    

    CAR     CAR     CAR     CAR     

    SOCIETY:    SOCIETY:    SOCIETY:    SOCIETY:        ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

    

    CAR SENIOR     CAR SENIOR     CAR SENIOR     CAR SENIOR     

    CONTACT:     CONTACT:     CONTACT:     CONTACT:     ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

    

    ADDRESS:     ADDRESS:     ADDRESS:     ADDRESS:     ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

                            ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

                        ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

    

    PHONE #:     PHONE #:     PHONE #:     PHONE #:         ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

    

    E    E    E    E----MAIL: MAIL: MAIL: MAIL:           ____________________________________________________  ____________________________________________________  ____________________________________________________  ____________________________________________________    

    

    SAR SPONSORING    SAR SPONSORING    SAR SPONSORING    SAR SPONSORING    

     CHAPTER:      CHAPTER:      CHAPTER:      CHAPTER:     ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

    

    SAR CHAPTER     SAR CHAPTER     SAR CHAPTER     SAR CHAPTER     

    CONTACT:     CONTACT:     CONTACT:     CONTACT:     ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

    

    

ANCESTOR»S ANCESTOR»S ANCESTOR»S ANCESTOR»S     

NAME:NAME:NAME:NAME:            ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

    

ASSISTED BY: _______________________________________________________ASSISTED BY: _______________________________________________________ASSISTED BY: _______________________________________________________ASSISTED BY: _______________________________________________________    

 

 

 



CAR Society Cotacts 

 
2009-2010 SOCIETY PRESIDENTS AND SENIOR SOCIETY PRESIDENTS 

 
SOCIETY                             PRESIDENT                         SR. PRESIDENT 

 
Abigail Adams                    Jeremiah Craig                        Kaye Craig 
 Cookeville                         3577 Shenandoah Lane           3240 Middleford Drive 

                                        Cookeville TN 38506               Cookeville TN 38506 
                                        931-537-3329                         931-537-3714 
                                                                                     kayece@frontier.net 

 
Benjamin Menees-             ---                
   Memphis 
 

Big Cypress Tree                                                            Susan Lowry 
   Martin                                                                        809 Cates Road 
                                                                                    Martin TN 38237 

                                                                                    731-587-4057 
                                                                                    susanlowry@hotmail.com 
 
Chicksaw 

   Camden 
 
Chucalissa                                                                      Donna Monroe 

    Memphis                                                                    3601 Belle Pointe Drive 
                                                                                     Southaven MS 38672-6614 
                                                                                     662-893-8056 

                                                                                     901-340-8824 
                                                                                     msredhed@centurytel.net 
 
Col. Return Jonathan           Ashleigh Cook                         Lori Cook 

   Meigs                             6407 Nicklaus Ct.                     6407 Nicklaus Ct. 
 Chattanooga                     Hixson TN 37343-3092              Hixson TN 37343-3092 
                                        423-842-3882                          423-842-3882 

                                        Lorileecook@comcast.net          Lorileecook@comcast.net 
 
Elizabeth Paxton Houston    Cheyenne Miller                        Florence Byrd 
   Maryville                         5380 Custer Road               5648 Brandon Park Drive 

                                         Maryville TN 37804                 Maryville TN 37804             
          865-984-9874 
                                                                                     florencebyrd@hotmail.com 

 
General Coffee 
   Tullahoma 

 
Good Ship Adventure            Taylor Kile                               Anne Bush 
   Nashville                          144 Heritage Trace Drive           1013 Commodore Place 
                                          Madison TN 37115                    Mt. Juliet TN 37122-2367 

                                          615-868-7721                           615-758-4825 
                                          ptswindle@bellsouth.net            Anne.Bush@allstate.com 
 

Isaac Anderson 
   Knoxville 
 
 

 
James Sevier                        Megan Stevens                          Ronnie Lail 



    Elizabethton                      387 Isaacs Drive      111 Orchard Drive 
                                           Nebo NC 28761                         Unicoi TN 37692 

                                           828-659-2812                            423-914-8677 
                                           megaducks@wmconnect.com      rllblail@comcast.net 
 
John Sevier                                                                         Mrs. Jeremy Underwood 

    Memphis                                                                         6198 Narcissus Cove 
                                                                                          Bartlett TN 38135 
 

Joseph Greer                         Savanna Vance                           Jean Vance 
     Fayetteville                       112 Bates Road                          114 Bates Road 
                                            Taft TN 38488-5058                    Taft TN 38488-5058 

                                            931-425-9110                             931-425-6421 
                                                                                             jsvance@hughes.net 
 
Judge John McNairy                Catherine Walton                        Renee Robinson 

      Brentwood                       8116 Millview Drive                     703 Foxborough  
                                            Brentwood TN 37027-8112             Square West 
                                            615-371-0839                             Brentwood TN 37027 

                                            betrobcat@comcast.net                615-373-0961  
                                                                                             615-419-4568 cell 
                                                                                    ReneeSRobinson@aol.com 
 

Matthew Fontaine Maury          Miller Garrett                              Lynn Garrett 
       Franklin                           125 Williamsburg Place                125 Williamsburg 
                                             Franklin TN 37064-2051                 Place 

                                                                                              Franklin TN 37064-2051 
                                                                                              615-794-2832 
                                                                                        Lsgarrett@comcast.net 
 

Michael Peeler                                                                    Rebecca Trafford 
       Millington                                                                    6477 Fincastle Cove 
                                                                                       Memphis TN 38134-4708 

                                                                                       901-385-7628 
 
Old Stage Road                     Shelby Shepherd                      Cindy James 

    Memphis                           300 Catalpa                             300 Catalpa 
                                           Eads TN 38028-3106                 Eads TN 38028-3106 
                                           901-347-0455       901-347-0455 
                                           disneyflier@earthlink.net            901-212-2095                

                                                                                       disneyflier@earthlink.net 
 
Over the Mountain Men           Mary Kathryn Charlton              Cindy Charlton 

     Gallatin                             2914 McGavock Pike                 2914 McGavock Pike 
                                            Nashville TN 37214                   Nashville TN 37214 
                                            615-889-2649                          615-889-2649 
                                            maryk@csspc.us                       cindy@csspc.us 

 
Pres.Polk/Pres.Jackson            Logan Peck                               Martha Sloan 
      Columbia                         2759 Caters Creek Station Rd.     604 Timber Lane 

                                            Columbia TN 38401-7308           Nashville TN 37215- 
                                             931-486-0884                                     1120 
                                                                                           615-330-1771 

                                                                                           sloanm@realtracs.com 
 
 
 

 
Rocky Mount                          Aaron Steele                              Nora Bailey 



      Kingsport                         4216 Old Stage Road                  833 Liberty Drive 
                                            Kingsport TN 37660                    Kingsport TN 37663 

                                            423-288-4244                            423-239-9443 
                                            steelefamily@embarqmail.com   bigrhoton@comcast.net 
 
Sevier Station                                                                   Margaret Nelle Martin 

     Clarksville                                                                    215 Maplemere Drive 
                                                                                       Clarksville TN 37040-3588 
                                                                                        931-552-4243  

                                                                                        615-319-1941 cell 
                                                                               rd.margaretmartin@yahoo.com 
 

Stones River                           Katherine Nash                      Karen Hudson 
      Murfreesboro                    2606 Burgess Street               2010 Stratford Road 
                                             Murfreesboro TN 37128      Murfreesboro TN 37129 
                                             615-849-3645                       615-895-0645 

                                                                                        615-584-7478 cell 
                                    hepburngrl91@hotmail.com        karenwhudson@comcast.net 
 

William Diamond                     John Calvin Bryant               Jonna Bryant 
       Lawrenceburg                  40 Hawthorne Drive             40 Hawthorne Drive 
                                             Lawrenceburg TN 38464       Lawrenceburg TN 38464 
                                             931-766-5644         931-766-5644 

                                             931-244-0956 
                                             ibryant1@utk.edu                 ibryant1@utk.edu 
 

Pinson Mounds                       Dylan West                         Jennifer Rowan 
    Jackson                             P.O. Box 71                        P.O. Box 71 
                                            Jackson TN 38302               Jackson TN 38302 
                                           731-424-0015                      731-424-0015  

                                                                                     731-217-6058 cell 
                                                                         Jenniferrowan8@yahoo.com 
 

 

 


