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	PatriotNumber: 225987
	Date of Birth: 8 Mar 1763
	Place of Birth: Wales
	State: UK
	Date of Death: 1857
	Place of Birth_2: Hamilton County
	Patriot Name: Benjamin Jones
	State_2: TN
	Service State: [Maryland]
	Pension Number: 
	Service Details: Captain Nathan Smith's Company 29 JUN 1776
Captain Thomas Handy's Company; 5th Maryland Regiment Col. William Richardson 26 DEC 1776
Captain Richard Dorsey's Company 17 NOV 1777
5th Maryland 1 APR 1778
discharged from an "Invalid" assignment at Fort Whetsone 8 May 1781
	Service Reference: SAR Libary sources for 5th Maryland
Maryland State Archieves for men serving in the Revolution
Open source historical campaign histories
	Cemetery Name: Hutcheson (McDonald) Cemetery
	Cemetery Address: near 16705 Coulterville Rd
	Cemetery City: Sale Creek
	Cem Zip Code: 37373
	GPS Latitude: 35.41759
	GPS Longitude: -85.099926
	Cemetery Notes: Private family cemetery.  Coordinate with the McDonald family at the Old Mcdonald farm at the above address.  Cemetery is South West of the farm on a small hill next to where Coulterville Rd cross the rail road tracks in a closter of trees. 
	CemState: TN
	Tombstone: Yes
	Other1: 
	SAR: Yes
	DAR: Off
	VA: Off
	Unknown: Off
	Other: Off
	None: Off
	Other Information: SAR marker is a Patriot Granite in ground marker with a Betsy Ross Flag.
	TombstonePic: Yes
	CemCounty: Hamilton
	date of marking: 28 SEP 2019
	1 st Spouse Name: Providence Odell
	1 st Spouse Pension Number: 
	2 nd Spouse Name: 
	2 nd Spouse Pension Number: 
	3 rd Spouse Name: 
	3 rd Spouse Pension Number: 
	Submitters Name: Clifford J. Kent
	National Number If SAR Member: 208634
	Submitters Address: 2411 Boston Branch Circle
	City: Signal Mountain
	State_4: TN
	Zip Code_2: 37377
	Email Address: dogwoodlodge@epbfi.com
	Submission Date: 17 OCT 19
	Submit a Biography of 200  500 words: Benjamin Jones was enrolled in Captain Nathan Smith's company on 29 JUN 1776 as part of Maryland's 3,400 man Flying Camp requirement to provide forces to General Washington.   The flying camp units were disbanded in December of 1776 with many men including Benjamin Jones enlisting in the Maryland Line.  Benjamin joined Captain Thomas Handy's company of the 5th Maryland Regiment commanded by Col. William Richardson on 26 DEC 1776 and served until August, 1778.  The first 5th Maryland Regiment was organized on 27 March 1776 and was authorized on 16 September 1776 for service with the Continental Army.  The regiment including Benjamin Jones was assigned to the main Continental Army on 27 December 1776.  During one of the regiments initial assignments, the Maryland Council of Safety recognized the regiment on Feb. 19, 1777 for its spirited conduct in marching to assist General Hooper in quelling a Tory insurrection in Somerset and Worcester Counties. 

On 22 May 1777, the 5th Maryland was assigned to the 1st Maryland Brigade.  Benjamin would participate in the battles at Brandywine, September 11, 1777 and Germantown, October 4, 1777 while part of this command.  "Benj. Jones" is next listed in official records as present as part of Captain Richard Dorsey's Artillery Company on 17 NOV 1777. It was not uncommon for Soldiers from the Infantry regiments to be "seconded" or put on temporary duty with the Artillery so it is entirely possible that this service note is indeed from our honored countryman.  

Benjamin next saw action at the Battle of Monmouth, June 28, 1778.  He was back with the 5th and is noted as being a Private on 1 April 1778.  In August of 1778 he is off the rolls.  He is then noted as enlisting for three years and re-enlisting on 22 FEB 1779.  He received 100 dollar bounty for a three year enlistment.  Benjamin is again in service with the 5th Maryland Regiment as a drummer on 1 May 1779 and a private on 1 JUN 1779. The 5th Maryland was re-organized on 12 May 1779 to nine companies and was later re-assigned to the Southern Department on 5 April 1780.

The 5th Maryland, as part of Gen Smallwood’s 1st Maryland Brigade, was initially held in reserve as the Battle of Camden began on 16 August, 1780.  Christopher Ward writes of the action by the 1st Maryland Brigade in his book "The War of The Revolution" that, "Otho Williams took charge and brought the brigade forward in line with the American right wing.  It was immediately hotly engaged.  Williams tried to bring it up to the left of the 2nd Brigade, but the British were between them. Cornwallis saw his chance.  He swung Webster's regulars against the front and flank of the 1st Maryland Brigade.  The Marylanders gave ground, rallied, were driven back, rallied again, but at last were overcome and routed." " Scattered in small groups or singly, looking vainly for their comrades and for leadership, the beaten men, though clear of their military foe, found themselves in country swarming with civilian enemies.  The fugitives from Camden came in daily, but in deplorable condition, hungry, fatigued and almost naked.“  The 5th Maryland ceased to function as an effective force after the battle of Camden. 

Benjamin’s final service in the war is as an invalid at Fort Whetstone Point, an earthen star shaped fort located in Baltimore, where he was stationed to recover from his wounds. In 1798, the name of Fort Whetstone was changed to Fort McHenry. Benjamin was discharged on 8 MAY 1781. On December 21, 1786, he married Providence Odell.  They moved from Maryland to Rhea County, Tennessee, in 1814. He died in Hamilton County in 1857 and is buried in the Coulterville Cemetery near his daughter Kitty who married James R. McDonald.
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