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	PatriotNumber: 266732
	Date of Birth: 1764
	Place of Birth: Mecklenburg
	State: NC
	Date of Death: 1848
	Place of Birth_2: Hamilton County
	Patriot Name: Robert Patterson
	State_2: TN
	Service State: [North Carolina]
	Pension Number: 
	Service Details: Captain William Gardner's Company 1779 part of the Salisbury Militia Brigade
NC Light Dragoons Col. William Richardson Davie
Col. Robert Irwin's command as part of the Wilmington Campaign of BG Griffith Rutherford

	Service Reference: SAR Library sources for Salisbury Militia Brigade
SC/NC State Archieves for men serving in the Revolution
Open source historical campaign histories
	Cemetery Name: Patterson Cemetery
	Cemetery Address: 14900 Patterson Cemetery Rd
	Cemetery City: Sale Creek
	Cem Zip Code: 37373
	GPS Latitude: 35.375446
	GPS Longitude: -85.093182
	Cemetery Notes: Public cemetery.  Look for the public boat ramp sign as Patterson Cemetery road ends at the boat ramp. 
	CemState: TN
	Tombstone: Yes
	Other1: 
	SAR: Yes
	DAR: Off
	VA: Off
	Unknown: Off
	Other: Off
	None: Off
	Other Information: SAR marker is a Patriot Granite in ground marker with a Betsy Ross Flag.
	TombstonePic: Yes
	CemCounty: Hamilton
	date of marking: 28 SEP 2019
	1 st Spouse Name: Rhonda Witt
	1 st Spouse Pension Number: 
	2 nd Spouse Name: 
	2 nd Spouse Pension Number: 
	3 rd Spouse Name: 
	3 rd Spouse Pension Number: 
	Submitters Name: Clifford J. Kent
	National Number If SAR Member: 208634
	Submitters Address: 2411 Boston Branch Circle
	City: Signal Mountain
	State_4: TN
	Zip Code_2: 37377
	Email Address: dogwoodlodge@epbfi.com
	Submission Date: 17 OCT 19
	Submit a Biography of 200  500 words: Robert Patterson at age 15 enrolled in the Mecklenburg, North Carolina militia as part of the Salisbury District Brigade of 1779.  Robert was part of Captain William Gardner’s company serving as a “Light Dragoon” under Col. François De Malmedy.  The Salisbury Brigade took part in Maj. Gen. Benjamin Lincoln’s effort to expel the British from Georgia and then saw service in South Carolina. While in the NC Light Dragoons Robert probably participated in the Battle of Stono Ferry, SC on June 20th 1779.  The Dragoons were then detached from the garrison of Charleston to guard the lines of communications allowing most the men of the unit to escape capture at the fall of Charleston on May 12th 1780.
       Hanging Rock, SC July 30th 1780, Robert, now under Major William Richardson Davie’s command, participated in the ambush of three companies of Col. Samuel Bryan's North Carolina Royalists. The ambush was located within sight of the strong British post at Hanging Rock. The Loyalists were cut to pieces with most being killed or wounded.  On August 5th 1780 Patriots again surprised and overran a Loyalist force which suffered about 350 men killed, wounded and taken prisoner forcing the British abandon the Hanging Rock outpost threatening their lines of communications. 
     The Salisbury District Brigade next fought at the Battle of Camden, 16 August 1780.  Captain Gardner’s company is given credit for being at Camden.  Charlotte became the rendezvous point for the survivors after the defeat at Camden; however, the Mecklenburg County Militia units stayed behind to reorganize and harass the British.  On September 21, 1780, Col. Davie’s attacked the British Legion Cavalry and 71st Regiment of Foot (Fraser's Highlanders) at Wahab's Plantation.  The British were surprised and routed.  Col. Davie’s men captured 120 stand of arms and 96 horses allowing his command to be remounted.  King’s Mountain October 7th 1780.  Six known companies from Mecklenburg fought in the battle, but the rosters are not complete.  Robert Patterson as an active militiaman could have easily been in one of these units.  His service and experience were noted and he was made a Lieutenant under Capt. William Gardner in 1781.  The NC Light Dragoons participated in several actions during the campaign referred to as the “Race to the Dan” from Trading Ford February 3rd – 4th 1781 to the Battle of Whitesell's Mill March 6th 1781.     
     Brig. Gen. Griffith Rutherford after his exchanged reorganized the Salisbury District Brigade of Militia and moved to attack and force the British out of Wilmington in the Fall of 1781.  A subordinate commander, Col. Robert Irwin, had a Captain Patterson commanding a company in his command (no other Patterson is noted as being an officer at this time within the Brigade; it is likely Robert).
     On November 17th, Rutherford’s Army received the news of the surrender at Yorktown and that the British under Maj. James H. Craig were evacuating Wilmington. 
     In 1792, BG Rutherford and many of his men moved to Tennessee.  Robert Patterson moved as well and appears on the payroll as an Ensign of the Knox County Regiment, Hamilton District Militia from 1792 to 1794; he may have participated in Gen. Sevier’s 1793 Etowah campaign in this position.  
     1794.  Robert Patterson married Rhoda Witt in Knox County and in 1798 they removed to Rhea County.
     1807.  The Patterson’s moved to the Sale Creek area in what is now Hamilton County.  He secured special permission from the Government and Cherokee Nation to live where he settled.   
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